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Yeah that means it’s CSS time, sorry!



• CSS Positioning 

• Responsive design techniques (different video)

• CSS Animation techniques (different video)
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• CSS Positioning

• Static positioning

• Absolute positioning

• Relative positioning

• z-index

• Fixed positioning

• Sticky positioning

• Responsive design techniques (different video)

• CSS Animation techniques (different video)

5

Overview
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• One of the different layout techniques

• Box model 

• Flexbox

• Grid 

• Float 

• Use with care! 
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Positioning, what?
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Static positioning



Static positioning is the default behaviour of 
the element. It is contained within the page 

flow, interacting with other elements as 
« normal »



Absolute positioning







This indicates the position of the element cannot be changed by other elements, they do not affect the box



Understanding BFCs is crucial to successful CSS strategies: 
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/Guide/CSS/Block_formatting_context

https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/Guide/CSS/Block_formatting_context


When to use absolute positioning? 



When to use absolute positioning? 
When an element does not fit the grid











position: absolute;
Combined with top / left / right / bottom properties



position: absolute;
top: 10px; 
left: 20px; 

position: absolute;
bottom: 10px; 
right: 20px; 



position: absolute;
top: 10px; 
left: 20px; 

position: absolute;
bottom: 10px; 
right: 20px; 

Notice the flow of the other elements is unaffected



Beware! 
Absolute positioned elements need a « parent » declaration, or they will default to 

the browser window / viewport



Beware! 
Absolute positioned elements need a « parent » declaration, or they will default to 

the browser window / viewport

A common technique is to declare the parent container as position:relative; without
further properties, preserving its positioning in the document flow



Relative positioning





Offset means that the original space the element took up is preserved



position: relative;
Combined with top / left / right / bottom properties



position: relative; left: 200px; 



preserved space



z-index



The z-index determines the stacking order of 
an element. 

By default last elements end up on top. Values 
can be positive or negative



position: absolute;
top: 10px; 
left: 20px; 
z-index: 1;



demonstration in code



Fixed positioning



Behaves in the same way as an absolute positioned element, with the only difference that its position “sticks”
The other elements on the page can scroll while this element stays in place, at all times



position: fixed;
top: 10px; 
left: 50px; 



demonstration in code





Sticky positioning





i.e. intelligent fixed positioning ☺



demonstration in code




